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GURNEY. 
(Continued from p. 112.) 


Burro pESERTORUM (Daud.). Desert-Buzzard. 

Male, adult (or nearly so), shot 13th March. Irides hight 
umber-brown ; cere and gape gamboge-yellow ; tarsi and feet 
greenish gamboge. Total length 17:5 inches, tarsus 3°25, 
wing 13:5, tail 7°75. Stomach contained lizards. 

Burro gaxau (Daud.). Jackal-Buzzard. 

Female, immature in change, shot lst July. Irides pale 
tawny brown. 

CIRCAETUS PECTORALIS, Smith. Black-chested* Harrier- 


Eagle. 
Male, immature, shot 22nd July. Irides bright gamboge- 
yellow. 
. * [In ‘ The Ibis’ for 1877, at p. 341, this name is misprinted ‘“ Black- 
crested.” —J. H. G.] 
SER. IV.—-VOL. IV. T 
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This specimen, and the two Buzzards previously mentioned, 
were all shot on the same farm, about a couple of miles from 
Potchefstroom ; the Circaetus was quietly perched on the top 
of a high willow. 

[ Referring to my description and notes of measurements of 
several individuals of this species in ‘The Ibis’ for 1878, 
pp. 152 to 158 and 163, I may mention that the plumage of 
the present specimen seems to me to be intermediate between 
Nos. 2 and 3 in the list there given—the abdomen, flanks, 
and under tail-coverts having white feathers, crossed near 
the tip with a bar of brightish fawn-colour, and most of the 
feathers also showing another similar bar, but imperfect in 
the centre, about the middle of the feather. The following 
are the principal measurements of this specimen :—wing 20°6 © 
inches, tarsus 3°5, middle toe s.u. 1:8, culmen (exclusive of 
cere) 1:5. 

Since the publication of my note in ‘The Ibis,’ above re- 
ferred to, the Norwich Museum has acquired two additional 
specimens of the allied fuliginous species, C. cinereus, of 
which I subjoin the lke measurements, for the sake of 
comparison, and in addition to those I have already given in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1878, p. 163. 


Middle Culmen, 


Wing. Tarsus. toe s.w. excl. cere. 
Prom Abyssinia eee me eane 22-1 4:0 2'6 2:15 
Do. (Galas Country) ........ 21:3 39 23 19 


2J H.G] 


Eranus cÆRULEUs (Desf.). Black-shouldered Kite. 

Male, immature, shot 29th May, 1879. Irides yellow. 

Female, immature, shot 30th May, 1879. 

Female, adult, shot Ist June, 1879. Irides bright crimson. 

Female, adult, shot 14th July, 1879. 

At the time the above were obtained this species was more 
plentiful than usual, but now (October) there are very few 
about. 


Circus MAcruRus (Gmel.). Swainson’s Harrier. 
Male, immature, shot 13th January. Irides light yellow. 
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This bird, during the midday heat, dashed out from some 
dense thorn-tree cover on the side of a rocky range. 


Circus cineraceus (Mont.). Montagu’s Harrier. 

Male, adult, shot 11th March. Irides bright gamboge- 
yellow. Stomach contained a very large green mantis, swal- 
lowed whole. 


CAPRIMULGUS RUFIGENA, Smith. Rufous-cheeked Goat- 
sucker. 

Four specimens from the rocky bushy ranges near Pot- 
chefstroom. 

[The following are particulars of the four specimens above 
mentioned :— 

No. 1. Male, adult, shot 16th September. A white spot 
on the inner web of the first primary, and a similar spot cx- 
tending to both webs of the three next primaries, the shaft 
of the first and second being black where it passes the spot, 
and of the third and fourth white ; the two external pairs of 
rectrices tipped with white very conspicuously. 

No. 2. Male, immature, shot 20th February. Somewhat 
resembling the specimen described in ‘The Ibis’ for 1877, 
p. 342, but apparently a younger bird; the spot on the three 
first primaries white, tinged with buff, and on the fourth pure 
rich buff, confined in all four to the inner web, but a small 
distinct buff spot on the outer web of the fourth; the shafts 
of all the primaries black ; the tips of the two outer pairs of 
rectrices buffy white. 

No.3. Male,immature, shot 16th February, but apparently 
more advanced than the preceding specimen ; the spots on the 
primaries as in No. 1, but the white tinged with buff, especially 
on the fourth, and with all the shafts black; one new adult 
rectrice of the outermost pair as in No. 1, the other three 
apparently belonging to the immature plumage, and tinged 
with buff, though whiter than in No. 2. In the adult male 
plumage the portion of the external rectrice above the white tip 
is blacker and less barred with brown than in the young 
bird. 

No. 4. Sex uncertain, but probably a female, shot 16th Feb- 

tee 
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ruary. A buffy white spot on the inner webs of the three 
first primaries only, the shafts all black; the two exterior 
pairs of rectrices destitute of the white tips and penultimate 
black portions observable in the adult male, but the outer- 
most pair very narrowly edged and tipped with pale buff.— 
JH. (Er 


Cyrsetus apus (Linn.). Common European Swift. 

Male and female, adult, shot 5th February, 1879, when 
small companies of these birds were hunting swiftly over the 
open country near Potchefstroom. 

Sex uncertain, immature, shot 4th April 1879. 


[The last-named specimen is entirely in immature dress.— 
do Hl. Cio] 


Hirvnpo rustica, Linn. Chimney-Swallow. 
Female, adult, shot at Potchefstroom, 16th April, 1879. 


HIRUNDO SEMIRUFA, Sundev. Rufous-breasted Swallow. 

Female, adult, shot 23rd September. 

Male, immature, shot 17th February. 

[The last-named specimen has the external rectrices much 
shorter than in the adult, the under surface of the body is a 
paler rufous, and the upper surface brownish black, instead 
of dark blue, with a metallic lustre, as in the old bird.— 
JH. Gra] 


HIRUNDO ALBIGULA (Bp.). White-throated Swallow. 

Two specimens of this species were shot on 19th August. 
By the 4th September these Swallows were plentiful along the 
river, and by 18th September they were pairing; a month 
later they were more dispersed and not seen so plentifully. 
They feed principally over the marshes, but often rest upon 
the ant-heaps in the open country. 


352. COTILE RIPARIA (Linn.). Sand-Martin. 

Trides dark umber; bill black ; tarsi and feet light dusky 
brown. 

This I take to be a species that I have not hitherto sent 
from this or any other locality; it feeds and is generally 
found in company with Cotile paludicola, Hirundo rustica, 
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and other Swallows, but more particularly with C. paludicola, 
which bird it very much resembles, though it seems to me, 
during its flight especially, to be pretty easily distinguishable 
by the darker and more metallic shade of the wings, by its 
more rapid flight (as it casily passes C. paludicola, and its 
flight is not nearly so wavering as in that species), and also 
by its white throat, which is conspicuous during flight; its 
wings, too, during flight, appear to be more acute and sharply 
cut than those of C. paludicola, and this is particularly notice- 
able, as well as the general smaller appearance of the bird ; 
the beat of its wings is often rapid, resembling that of the 
smaller Swifts. Although these birds appear here in con- 
siderable numbers, I have only noticed them at the latter 
end of our summer, whereas C. paludicola is common all the 
year round, both winter and summer. ‘The iris and tarsus, 
as a rule, are of a lighter brown than in C. paludicola. 

One morning, very early, I went down to the river with 
my rod to fish, and, sitting quictly near an extensive bed of 
reeds and rushes, I saw many hundreds of these little Martins 
leave their roosts among the rushes, all together, just as the 
sun rose; about a quarter of an hour later many hundreds of 
C. paludicola left the same patch of reeds, or others close by, 
all together, or nearly so; at this time the two species were 
not mixed, but at other times of the day they are nearly always 
together, coursing for insects. 

[So far as I am aware, the present is the first instance of 
Cotile riparia having been obtained in any African locality 
south of the equator. Mr. Ayres has sent me nine specimens, 
obtained near Potchefstroom in 1879; one of these has acci- 
dentally lost the ticket which was attached to it; of the re- 
mainder, seven were obtained at dates varying from the 22nd 
to the 28th February, and one as late as 18th March. By 
the kindness of Mr. Dresser, I have been able to compare 
these skins with his series of C. riparia, consisting of eight 
English specimens, two from Piedmont, one from Spain, and 
one from Niagara, and can find no difference between the 
birds lent to me by Mr. Dresser and those sent from Mr. 
Ayres, except that the latter are all in adult dress, which is 
not the case with two or three of the former.—J. H. G. | 
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Crryie RUDIS (Linn.). Black-and-white Kingfisher. 

Male and female shot near Potchefstroom, 22nd Mareh. 
Irides dusky ; tarsi and feet black. 

[The male has a wing-measurement of 5'5 inches, and the 
bill from the forehead to the tip measures 2°3; the corre- 
sponding measurements in the female are 5'7 and 23. The 
male has two black pectoral bands, and the female but one, 
which is interrupted in the centre by a white space measur- 
ing ‘7 in width ; the white nuchal collar and the white edgings 
to the feathers of the upper surface are rather broader in the 
female than in the male.—J. H. G.] 


Curysococcyx cuprevs (Bodd.). Didrie Cuckoo. 

Female, immature in change, shot llth January. Irides 
light tawny brown ; bill dark olivaceous, but the base of the 
lower mandible orange-red. 

[This specimen has in great measure assumed on the upper 
part the adult plumage which I described in ‘The Ibis’ for 
1879, p. 298; but the primaries and all the rectrices, except 
the external pair, are transversely barred with rufous; all 
the under surface is similarly, but less regularly, barred with 
alternate markings of white and dark metallic green. 

The description of the female given in Sharpe’s edition of 
Layard, p. 156, is evidently taken from a young bird.— 
ee. Gel 


MYRMECOCICHLA rormictvora (Vieill.). Southern Ant- 
eating Wheatear. 

This species is apparently increasing in numbers in the 
Potchefstroom district, where there are plenty of good breed- 
ing-places for them in the walls of the holes which the ant- 
bears burrow all over the country: the bird bores a hole 
inside these burrows and there nests; but I have not yet 
taken the eggs, as they are not easily got at without a spade. 


SAXICOLA GALTont (Strickl.). Familiar Wheatear. 

This Wheatear is very scarce in the Potchefstroom dis- 
trict, though plentiful about Rustenburg. The specimen sent 
was a solitary bird, shot amongst mimosa-scrub about fifteen 
miles from Potchefstroom. 
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CISTICOLA CHINIANA (Smith). Large Grey-backed Fantail. 

This is decidedly a scarce bird about Potchefstroom. The 
specimen sent was shot on the rocky ranges about five miles 
from the town, amongst the mimosa-scrub; there were two 
of them, but the other escaped whilst I was picking up the 
one that I shot. 


Brapyornis sttens (Shaw). Silent Flycatcher. 

These birds are, I think, becoming more plentiful in this 
locality than they were a few years back; they are inveterate 
bee-eaters, and I sce a pair which frequent my garden catch- 
ing the bees in the morning and evening as they fly from and 
to their hives. 


EstRELDA sQUAMIFRONS (Smith). Scaly-fcathered Finch. 

Female, shot 15th September. Irides dark hazel; bill 
bright, but pale, rose-pink, the under mandible paler than 
the upper ; tarsi and feet dingy pale. The colours in these 
parts vary in intensity in different individuals. 

I found asmall company of these little fellows amongst the 
trees on the banks of the Vaal river, and another small com- 
pany within three miles of Potchefstroom, amongst the mi- 
mosa-scrub, feeding busily on the ground, and evidently 
seeking for grass-seeds; they are, however, uncommon just 
about here. 


PLOCEPASSER MAHALI, Smith. Mahali Weaver bird. 

Male and female, shot 2nd and 3rd May. Irides bright 
red-brown; tarsi and feet pale brown; bill, in the male, 
dusky, nearly black, in the female light dusky brown, paler 
on the under mandible. 

I met with a fair number of these birds amongst the large 
mimosa-trees that fringe the banks of the Rhinoster river, on 
the Free-State side of the Vaal. 


FRINGILLARIA vitTATA, Swains. Rock-Bunting. 

Both this species and F. tahapisi frequent the same loca- 
lities on the rocky ranges near Potchefstroom, where there is 
stunted bush amongst rocks and stones. 
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CERTHILAUDA RUFULA (Vieill.) =GARRULA, Smith. Gar- 
rulous Lark. 

Male, shot 6th January. Irides dark hazel; bill dusky 
brown, paler on the lower mandible and on the edges of the 
upper ; tarsi and feet pale. Insects contained in the stomach. 

Female, shot 22nd January. Irides and bill somewhat 
lighter than inthe male. Culmen °7 in. in male, ‘5 in female. 

These Larks are found in small companies; they rise 
abruptly, and as abruptly settle again amongst the grass ; 
when on the wing they constantly utter a low chirruping 
note. 


ALAUDA CINEREA (Vieill.). Rufous-capped Lark. 

Male, shot 80th May. Ivides dark ashy umber ; bill dark 
brown towards the tip, yellowish towards the base; tarsi and 
feet reddish brown. 

Female, shot 21st May. Irides dark ashy; bill light 
brown, darker towards the tip; tarsi and feet dark ashy 
brown. 

These Larks have been much more plentiful than usual 
this last winter. This species is now one of the commonest 
Larks in these parts. 

[Mr. Ayres sends an adult male of this species, in which 
both mandibles are abnormally prolonged, and cross each 
other in consequence.—J. H. G.] 


MEGALOPHONUS CHENIANUS (Smith). Latakoo Lark. 

Male, shot 3rd January. Irides light reddish umber ; bill 
pale, with a decided yellow tinge and. yellow at the gape, but 
dusky brown on the upper mandible, except at the edges ; 
tarsi and feet pale pinkish. 

This is emphatically our Sky-Lark; rising in the air to a 
considerable distance, fluttering, it pours forth its hymn of 
praise and does not weary. It enlivens the open grass veldt 
in particular localities*, making the whole country joyous on 
bright days ; and as these Larks are numerous, one then hears 
a continuous song ; they must, however, be more or less mi- 


* One of these localities is on the rising slopes in the open country a 
mile or two from Potchefstroom. 
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gratory, for a month or two after the breeding-season the 
grass-lands they inhabit are silent, and the songsters are no 
longer there. The cock birds are of a jealous disposition, 
and are constantly seen chasing away the would-be admirers 
of their particular inamoratas ; the hen birds are silent and 
retiring, and in consequence are not easily obtained. 


MEGALOPHONUS RUFIPILEUS (Vieill.). Fasciolated Lark. 

Male, shot 15th January. Stomach contained cater- 
pillars &e. 

This bird is called amongst the farmers the “ Rain-bird,”’ 
as they consider it a sign of rain that it rises during the 
breeding-season for some yards in the air with a fluttering 
flight, descending with a loud whew when this action is often 
repeated ; but it is very certain that the same habit prevails 
during a succession of dry weather; in fact it is one way in 
which the cock bird pays its addresses to the hen, and weather 
has very little to do with it. 


Numra coronata, Gray. Crowned Guinea-fowl. 

These Guinea-fowls are plentiful along the banks of the 
Rhinoster river, on the Free-State side of the Vaal river. 

[In the specimen sent, a male from the above locality, the 
casque measures 2'3 inches along the curve of the upper 
edge; im another male from the Rustenburg district the 
casque is smaller.—J. H. G.] 


Evropotis arroes (Smith). Black-and-white-winged 
Bustard. 

Male, in full breeding-dress, shot 15th January. Irides 
light tawny brown, darkest towards the centre; bill light 
greyish brown, with the basal half pale rose-pink, which 
changes after death to pale chrome-yellow; tarsi and feet 
dark gamboge-yellow. 


Evropotis sENEGALENSIs (Vieill.). Senegal Bustard. 

Two males, shot 15th October. Irides pale tawny, gra- 
dually passing into dusky umber round the pupil; bill 
yellowish pale colour, with the ridge dusky ; tarsi and feet 
dingy yellowish white. 
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[In one of the specimens sent the crown of the head is 
bluish grey, darkest in front and pale on the occiput; in the 
other, which is probably not in such full plumage, the dark 
portion of the crown is tinged with brown and minutely 
freckled. There is also a curious difference in the dark 
transverse barring on the rectrices of these two specimens: in 
the first the central pair have two narrow bars of similar size 
on a freckled ground; in the next pair the ground is less 
freckled, and the upper bar is narrower and less distinct, while 
the bar nearest to the tip is broader; the remaining rectrices 
have but one transverse bar, broad and terminal, and are very 
slightly freckled, and only just above the cross bar; in the 
second specimen the central pair of rectrices have three dark 
cross bars of equal size on a freckled ground, and all the other 
rectrices have two cross bars, of which one is subterminal 
and the broader of the two, the basal portion of the feather 
being but very slightly freckled. Mr. Layard, in his descrip- 
tion of this species, says that the tail is “ barred with four 
cross bars” (vide ‘ Birds of South Africa,’ p. 285).—J. H. G.] 


Cursorius BICINCTUS, Temm. Double-banded Courser. 

Male and female, shot 8th October, breeding on the open 
flats near Potchefstroom. Irides umber; bill dusky brown, 
with the basal part of the lower mandible palish flesh-colour ; 
tarsi and feet dingy white. 


JEGIALITIS TRICOLLARIS (Vieill.). 'Three-collared Plover. — 

Female, shot 22nd May. Irides dusky tawny brown ; eye- 
lid deep orange; bill black at the tip, but the basal parts 
brownish orange ; tarsi and feet pale, suffused with dusky. 

Male, shot 20th August. Irides light tawny brown ; eye- 
lid bright vermilion ; bill black at the tip, but with the basal 
part rose-pink ; tarsi and feet yellowish pale. 

Male, shot 12th September. Similar to the preceding 
specimen, but with the tarsi and feet ashy pale. 

Female, breeding, shot Ist October. Irides light tawny 
brown ; eyelid bright red ; bill with the basal part rose-red, the 
tip dusky black, and the ridge dusky ; tarsi and feet dingy 
chrome-yellow. 
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I found a pair of these birds breeding on an island in the 
centre of the Vaal river in the month of November. The eggs, 
two in number and much incubated, were laid on the bare 
sand, exposed to the heat of the sun, which, one would think, 
was enough to cook them. The nest was formed by a few 
very small whitish and white stones in a slight excavation. 
The eggs were of a creamy white, much marked throughout 
with dark umber-brown lines, which were especially numer- 
ous in two zones, one of which was about the middle of the 
egg, and the other and darker zone near its obtuse end ; they 
were exceedingly large for the size of the bird, measuring 
respectively 12 x 33 and 1.8, x 38 inch. 

[It is remarkable that the Ringed Plover (Æ. hiaticula) 
also lines its nest with small stones: vide Stevenson’s ‘ Birds 


of Norfolk, vol. ii. p. 85.—J. H. G.] 


AMerauitis VARIA (Vieill.). Kittlitz’s Plover. 

Female, shot 15th August. Tibi, tarsi, and feet ash- 
colour, darkest on the tibize and tarsi, which were nearly 
black. 

Female, shot, 4th September, containing eggs nearly ready 
for exclusion, the yolk being apparently fully formed, but 
without any shell. Tarsi and feet dark ash-colour. 

This bird, which seems to be still moulting, was one of a 
pair found on some gently rising gravelly ground, with but 
little herbage, and distant about 200 yards from a reedy 
swamp. I could find no others in the neighbourhood. 

Six males, shot 2nd and 6th January. Tarsi yellowish 
ashy; tibiæ and feet dusky sooty. Found in companies of 
two or three after rain in roadways. Stomach of two spe- 
cimens contained small beetles. 

Two females, shot 21st January. Tarsi and feet ashy; in 
one with no sooty tinge on the feet and tibiæ, in the other 
with less of it than in the preceding specimens. At all the 
above dates the bills black and the irides dark umber. 


JEGIALITIS ASIATICA (Pall.)*. Caspian Plover. 
Two males and five females, shot 2nd and 21st January. 


* I have here used the generic name adopted for this species by Mr. 
Dresser in his ‘ Birds of Europe.’ 
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Irides dark umber ; bill black ; tarsi and feet pale dingy or 
ashy yellow. 

I found these Plovers in groups of from three to half a 
dozen or so, feeding amicably in company with the preceding 
species, after showers of rain on the main road from Potchef- 
stroom to Kimberley, and also on the open flats. One of the 
specimens sent contained small beetles. It is by no means 
a common species here. 

[A male killed 2nd January, and another male killed on 
21st, both show the commenced assumption of the rufous 
gorget, and also of the narrower black band immediately 
below it.—J. H. G.] 


TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. Little Stint. 

Male, shot 2nd May, 1879, at Reit-pan, on the Rhinoster 
river, in the Orange Free State. 

I do not remember having shot a specimen in this mottled 
plumage before; there were others with it in the ordinary 
dress. 

[The specimen sent has assumed the nuptial garb through- 
out, except on the lesser and median wing-coverts.—J. H. G.] 


353. Toranus cANEScENS (Gmel.). Greenshank. 

Female, adult, shot near Potchefstroom l4th September, 
1878. Irides dark umber; bill pale ashy, gradually becom- 
ing black at the tip; tarsi and feet yellowish ash-colour. 
Scarce and wild. 


GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gmel.). Solitary Snipe. 
Two males and one female, shot 22nd February. 
One male, shot 28th February. 

One male, shot 14th March. 

One male, shot 5th September. 

One male and one female, shot 20th September. 
The above were all obtained near Potchefstroom. 


SCOPS UMBRETTA, Gmel. Umbrette. 

Male and female. Irides umber-brown ; bill, tarsi, and 
feet black. 

Not long ago I saw one of these queer birds feeding in a 
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shallow ditch; the water was about halfway up his legs, and 
he was feeling about with his feet in the mud and stones at 
the bottom, very carefully and in a most comical manner, 
evidently trying to worry out a frog or a crab, in which he 
did not then succeed. 

These birds, when flying, utter, every now and then, a 
short, weak, metallic note, which one would not expect from 
a bird of that size. 


Heropias Garzetra (Linn.). Little Egret. 

Male, shot 31st July, apparently losing the nuptial dress. 
Trides pale ashy yellow, with an outer circle of brownish red ; 
bill black; skin round the eye and base of the bill whitish 
fulvescent ; tibiæ and tarsi black ; fect pale greenish yellow, 
the joints of the toes spotted with black on the upper sur- 
face. Stomach contained insects and small perch. 


ARDEA ARDESIACA, Wagl. Lesser African Schistaceous 
Heron. 

Male, very nearly adult, shot 3lst July. Irides umber- 
brown ; bill, tibize, and tarsi black; feet orange, changing 
to yellow soon after death. Stomach crammed with small 
perch. 

This was a solitary bird that I had noticed for some time 
passing along the river, morning and evening, to and from 
his feeding-ground ; when shot he was leading a small flock 
of Herodias garzetta, and these were immediately followed by 
about fifty of the Sacred Ibis, all in flight towards their roost- 
ing-place. All these birds passed regularly to their favourite 
resorts in the morning, returning in the evening to more 
secluded spots to roost. 

[The bird sent had attained its adult dress, with the excep- 
tion of a very few immature feathers remaining unmoulted in 
the wings and on the underparts ; but its crest is considerably 
less developed than that of the fully adult male shot 21st 
February, and recorded in ‘The Ibis’ for 1878, p. 299.— 
do dalo Gre] 


ARDEA RUFIVENTRIS, Sundev. Rufous-bellied Heron. 
Male, immature, shot 6th October. Irides greenish yellow, 
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gradually changing into a sooty black at the outer edge; bill 
dusky brown, this colour extending to the eye, lower part of 
the under mandible pale yellow; skin about the eye pale 
greenish yellow; tarsi and feet greenish yellow, brighter on 
the ankle-joints and soles of the feet, upper surface of the 
toes dusky brown. Total length 20:5 inches. 

This was a solitary bird, and I suppose a young one; it rose 
from some sedges. 

[The plumage of this specimen much resembles that of the 
female figured in ‘The Ibis’ for 1871, pl. 9.—J. H. G.] 

354. ARDEA BUBULCUS, Audouin. Western Buff-backed 
Heron. 

Male, shot 25th March, shows no signs of nuptial dress. 
Irides very pale chrome, darker towards the outer edge; eye- 
lids also pale chrome; bill a darker chrome, but paler towne 
the gape ; tarsi and feet dusky sooty. 

Sex uncertain, shot 19th June. Shows no sign of nuptial 
dress, except a decided tinge of rufous on the crown of the 
head; bill chrome-yellow, greenish yellow towards the tip; 
tibiæ dusky greenish yellow ; tarsi and feet almost black. 

Female, shot 25th July. In similar plumage to the 
preceding specimen, but with rather more rufous on the 
crown of the head ; irides as in the first-mentioned specimen ; 
bill and skin about the eye bright chrome-yellow ; tibiz and 
tarsi pale yellow; feet dusky yellow. The stomach of this 
bird was crammed with rather large frogs. 

All the above were shot near Potchefstroom ; but the species 
is apparently getting scarcer in this part of the country. 


ARDETTA PODICEPS (Bp.). Rufous-necked Little Bittern. 

Female, adult, shot 10th March. Wing 4'9 inches, bill 
from forehead 1°9, tarsus 1°6. Irides bright brick-red; bill 
very pale chrome, greenish towards the base and gape, and 
dusky brown on the ridge and tip; tarsi and feet grass-green, 
but with the back of the tarsi and soles of the feet pale 
yellow. The stomach contained small fish. 

BOTAURUS STELLARIS (Linn.). Great Bittern. 

A specimen shot near Potchefstroom 1st August contained 
perch, frogs, and chips of wood. 
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[In ‘ The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 300, this species was included 
in Mr. Ayres’s first list of Transvaal birds under the desig- 
nation of Botaurus capensis; but I now agree with the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Dresser in his ‘ Birds of Europe,’ that the 
Bittern of South Africa is not specifically distinct from that 
of Europe, although the average dimensions of South-African 
specimens seem to be less than that of European. 

The following measurements are taken from five Transvaal 
skins sent by Mr. Ayres, and I also give those of two British 
specimens for comparison :— 


Bill from Middle 
Transvaal. forehead. Wing. Tarsus. toe S. U. 
E oogocoaoan 2:5 13:2 3'6 3'7 
€ ononooooor 25 13:0 3'6 35 
Gy deme bne canes 2°4 12-7 36 35 
Gi” Tagen cs 2°3 12:7 36 37 
Mb eea e 23 11:6 3'2 32 
British. 
BY  otoooooono 2:9 185:8 TSB 39 
g Aon 2:8 13:7 37 3'8 


Mr. Ayres sends the following note of the colour of the 
iris in three Transvaal specimens :—“ Male, shot 3rd October, 
ashy hazel; male, shot 3rd December, hazel, dusky towards 
the outer edge; male, shot Ist August, tawny brown, with 
an outer edging of dark red-brown.” —J. H. G.] 

PoRPHYRIO sMARAGDONOTUS, Temm. Green-backed Por- 
phyrio. 

Tke specimen sent, shot 20th June, is the only one I have 
been able to get lately. This species is decidedly not so plen- 
tiful in the neighbourhood of Potchefstroom as it used to be 
some years back: whether the gradual decrease of rain in 
this country the last few years has had any thing to do with 
this, I cannot say ; but it is very possible, for the swamps have 
had less water in them, and are become more overgrown with 
weeds. Duck, too, are getting scarcer and scarcer year by 
year. a 


Popicrrs Minor (Gmel.). Little Grebe. 


Female, adult, shot 9th July. In process of losing the 
nuptia dress. 
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355. PLECTOPTERUS GAMBENSIS (Linn.). Western Spur- 
winged Goose. 

This is the commonest of our wild Geese, and is by no 
means capital eating, as the flesh is coarse and tasteless, and 
the young birds have scarcely any meat on them. Some- 
times they are very shy, and at others almost absurdly tame ; 
as a rule, it requires heavy shot to kill them. They come out 
early in the morning from the swamps and reeds to feed on 
grass-seeds, and often are seen on the farmevr’s corn-lands : 
if stalked in the long grass they will almost invariably creep 
away, instead of taking wing; and unless the hunter has a 
dog it is no easy matter for him to find them, as they run at 
a good pace, and by the time he is on the spot, expecting them 
to rise, he sometimes sees the head of one a couple of hun- 
dred yards off examining the situation ; if the shooter squats 
when the birds are flying, they will often come and have a look 
at him, and this curiosity frequently costs them their lives. 
As a rule, they are gregarious, but are sometimes seen singly, 
and at others in pairs; they breed away from water in thick 
grassy or rushy spots, and lay a number of white eggs with 
thick glossy shells. 

[Two specimens which I have received from Mr. Ayres 
are both immature; but the older of the two is beginning 
to assume the white throat, showing that it belongs to 
P. gambensis, and not to P. niger.—J. H. G.] 


ANAS XANTHORHYNCHA, Forst. Yellow-billed Duck. 

These Ducks, during the winter moult, lose all the feathers 
of the wings at once, and then they take good care not to get 
far away from the reeds and other cover, where they hide 
with much cunning ; a good water-spaniel is then useful, as 
the birds, though moulting, are generally fat and excellent 
eating. I shot several in this condition on the “ Barbel Pan,” 
near the Rhinoster river, in the Orange Free State, last 
winter. » 


356. PÆCILONETTA ERYTHRORHYNCHA (Gmel.). African 
Pink-billed Duck. 

Male and female, Potchefstroom, 30th June and 24th 
March. 
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The same observations as to the moulting of the wing- 
feathers applies to this as to the preceding species. 


357. QUERQUEDULA HOTTENTOTTA, Smith. Hottentot Teal. 
Male and female, shot near Potchefstroom in the month of 
November. 


Anas SPARSA, Smith. White-spotted Duck. 

Male, shot 7th March. Total length 224 inches, bill 23, 
wing 103, tarsus 23, tail 5; weight 2 lb. 8 oz.  Irides 
hazel; bill, upper mandible o horn-colour, with a large 
patch in the centre and also the tip black, uade mandible 
pale pink ; tarsi and feet dull orange-ycllow, with the webs 
and back parts dusky. 

Female, shot 19th April. Total length 21} inches; weight 
2 lb. 6 oz. Irides dusky brown; bill, upper mandible slaty 
blue, with tip and central patch black, under mandible pinkish; 
tarsi and feet asin the male. The whole canal to the stomach 
crammed with grass-seeds. 


PHALACROCORAX AFRICANUS (Gm.). Long-tailed African 
‘Cormorant. 

Male, shot 26th July. Partially i in nuptial dress. Irides 
bright light crimson; bill chrome-ycllow, but light dusky 
brown on the ridge, tip, and part of the lower mandible, the 
latter being also more or less barred; tarsi and feet black. 
Remains of fish in the stomach. 

These Cormorants are tolerably numerous about Potchef- 
stroom, but appear to keep to themselves, for they fish and 
move from place to place in a solitary manner, passing along 
the river, generally high overhead, early in the morning to 
their favourite pools, and returning pretty regularly in the 
evening to where they sleep; they swim very low in the 
water. 


XXV.—Various Corrections of Synonymy in the Family 
Sylviide. By Henry SEEBOHM. 


In preparing the synonymy of the fifth volume of the ‘ Cata- 
logue of Birds in the British Museum,’ I have been obliged to 
SER. IV.—VOL. IV, v 


